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The National Uranium Resource Evaluation (NURE) program was started in 1974 to 
make a comprehensive assessment of the uranium resources of the United States. 
The program was initiated at a time when there was increasing concern over the 
available uranium supply to support an expanding nuclear power capacity. 
Specific NURE milestones have been revised from time to time in response to 
changing information needs and priorities for nuclear reactor and fuel-cycle 
planning. "An Assessment Report on Uranium in the United States of America", 
GJ0-111(80), herein referred to as the 1980 NURE Report, was published In 
October 1980 and Is the third major report on uranium resources to be released 
since NURE began: earlier reports are the NURE Preliminary Report of June 1976 
GJO-lll(76) and the NURE Interim Report of June 1979 GJ0-111(79). In addition 
to these major NURE reports, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Grand 
Junction Office also publishes annual reports of updated estimates of domestic 
uranium reserves and potential resources. 

The principal emphasis of DOE's NURE program during 1979 and 1980 was to 
assess the uranium resources in the 116 National Topographic Map Series (NIMS) 
quadrangle areas which are believed to have the greatest possibility for the 
occurrence of additional uranium resources. In addition, resources previously 
assessed for areas outside these quadrangles have been reviewed, and the 
assessments have been updated. Of the 621 NlMS quadrangle areas that cover 
the conterminous 48 states and Alaska, NURE resource assessments have now been 
completed for 135 quadrangles and In portions of about 45 others. 

The purpose of this progress report is to review the results presented In the 
recently published 1980 NURE Report, and to discuss the future plans for the 
NURE program. 

RESOURCE ASSESSMENT 

Introduction 

The current estimates of uranium resources were developed from an extensive 
data base accumulated during the last three decades of Government and Industry 
exploration activities, and were enhanced by NURE program investigations of 
the past 5 years. This data base permitted the development of a systematic 
and geologically reliable estimate of uranium resources In the United States. 
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